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Bangladesh is a densely populated developing country lies in the North-Eastern part of South Asia, where most of the rural people are dependent for their livelihood mainly agriculture. Livestock is an integral part of agriculture that plays an important role in the national economy by earning foreign exchange and creating employment opportunities. Contribution of livestock sub-sector to the GDP was 2.95%, which was estimated about 17.32% GDP to agriculture (DLS, 2010). According to Bangladesh Economic Review (2006) and DLS (2008), per annual growth rate of 7.23% in GDP in 2004-2005 for livestock was the highest in all sub-sectors (Uddin, 2010). The supply of the domestically produced livestock products (Meat, Milk, Eggs) are increased 1.2% annually (DLS, 2000). About 36% of total animal protein comes from the livestock products in our everyday life. It also helps to earn foreign exchange by exporting hides and skins every year.
In Bangladesh, total livestock population is estimated in the year of 2009-10 about 23.03 million Cattle, 23.37 million Goats, 1.35 million Buffalos and 2.97 million Sheep (BBS, 2010). The country has one of the highest cattle densities of 145 large ruminants per square kilo-meter (Sq.km) compared with 90 for India, 30 for Ethiopia and 20 for Brazil (Karim, 1997). Among these population 6 million are dairy cattle (DLS, 2008) of which 92% are indigenous and 8% are crossbred cows (BBS, 2006). The estimated numbers of dairy farm in Bangladesh is 1.4 million with an average herd size of 1.3 cows (Hemme, 2008). The county has cattle population about 1.79% of the world and 5.47% of Asia (FAO, 2004a) and dairy cattle ranks 12th in the world and 3rd in Asian countries (Alam et al., 1994).
Dairying is the mixed farming system in Bangladesh and it is the strong tools to develop the micro- economy in a village (Saadullah, 2008). Most of the cattle in Bangladesh are non-descriptive, low yielding and few crossbred with Shahiwal, Red Chittagong and Pabna cattle. High yielding crossbred like Jersey and Holstein-Friesian are found in commercial level. The local cattle yields 300 to 400 Liters of milk per lactation period of 180 to 240 days and the crossbred yields 600 to 800 liters of milk per lactation of period of 210 to 240 days (Islam, 1992). About 64% milk in Bangladesh comes from cattle (FAO, 2004). But it can fulfill only 13.6% of the total requirement in Bangladesh (BLRI, 2001).
In Bangladesh, Dairying is growing faster; but it also faces lots of problems of high input and low output prices. The condition leads to lower profitability in dairy farming. Diseases, along with non-availability of feed resources and nutrition are the most important constraints to milk production. However, with the smallholder’s production systems, the situation is more critical due to inadequate economic indicators such as cost and profitability, very limited research work and controversial (Khan, 2007). In Bangladesh, the government, co-operatives, private sectors and a few non-governmental organizations (NGOs) provide veterinary services and artificial insemination facilities to the dairy farmers. However it is well known that the quality of the veterinary services provided by public sector institution is poor and those institutions providing these services are highly insufficient. Therefore, there is a need to re-structure and re-orient the veterinary services with breeding services as well as extension services.
Inadequate veterinary services are one of the major obstacles for livestock development in Bangladesh. The ratio of Veterinary Surgeons to farm animals and birds was estimated at I: 1.7 million and only 15-20% of farm animals receive routine vaccination. Private sector investment in the animal health sector remains low and is expanding gradually.
Objectives of the study: 

The overall objective is to investigate the constraints faced by dairy owners in receiving animal health services during dairy farming practice in some selected areas.
The other objectives of the study are as follows:

· To determine the character profile of small scale dairy owners.

· To explore the relationship among the selected characters and require the assessment of it.

As in many other parts in Bangladesh, therefore, there is a growing need for information about detail householders and small-scale dairy production parameters to enhance household life styles in the study area. Previous studies in the area as whole country concentrated on evaluating operational productive and reproductive performance of the animals (Miah, 2012; Das et al., 2011; Hall et al., 2012). Similar apply to most other parts of the world (Chenyambuga and Mseleko, 2009; Jeyabalan, 2010). Based on the above background, present research was to determine the role of small scale dairy cattle farming in improving their life styles of producer and to identify the problems of dairy cow raising and suggestions for improvement.
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