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Abstract
Bangladesh is an agro based developing country and women play a very important role in it. Majority of farm women are involved in backyard farming .Besides household they are interested in livestock rearing whatever it may as a family livestock or economic farm. This study on information need perception of farm women was carried out to reveal the reality on the profile of farm women involved in livestock rearing. This study highlights on information need, seeking and sharing behaviour as well as constraints faced by them and remedies to overcome these. The study was carried out in Anowara and Potia upazila of Chittagong district. with sample size of 24. Data were collected by using pre-tested interview schedule and the salient findings are –Majority of farm women were illiterate and have nuclear family. Most of them are either landless or marginal land holding. Most of them are the main earning member of the family. They get their credit from private sources or by themselves. Most of the farm women had very poor amount annual income, low no of was found to medium to high level. Majority of farm women get information from institutional sources i.e. from livestock possession, get very few mass media exposure .The information seeking behavior of the farm women vet surgeon and para vet. They get very few information from NGOs but the frequency is  very poor.Majority of farm women share their information with family members, neighbours, relatives regarding feeding, deworming, vaccination, reproduction related problem as well as treatment .The information need perception was found on disease control, breeding, feeding, farm credit, marketing and management practices. Main constraint were lack of vet aid, high cost of animal, feed, medicine and vaccine, non availability of farm credit, lack of transport facilities, lack of training facilities and technical support and illiteracy. Very low no get training on livestock rearing and most of them rear livestock on traditional method based on their own knowledge. Their level of social participation was of medium nature with medium level of extensions agency contact. All respondent think that proper training and information and technology can help them to overcome those constraints.
 Key words: Information, Needs, Perception and Farm women. 

Chapter-1
Introduction
                  Bangladesh is a densely populated country with 145 million of people in its each 14750 sq.km of area. Besides it’s a agro based developing country. About 25 percent people are directly engaged in livestock sector and 50 percent are partly associated in livestock production (DLS, 2008). Livestock is most viable sub-sector of the four sub sector of agriculture (Crop, livestock, fisheries and forestry) which plays a vital role in national economy. Livestock sub-sector contributed about 13.5% to total agricultural GDP with grown rate 5.49% in the year of 2006-2007 where as 13.3% and 2.41% are estimated for the year of 2007-2008 (BBS, 2008). It was estimated that there were about 22.9 million cattle, 1.21 million buffaloes, 20.8 million goats, 2.68 million sheep, 207 million chickens and 39 million ducks in Bangladesh in the year 2006-2007 (DLS, 2008).

About 49 percent of population the country is female (BBS, 2007).Women are most important human resources of a country. There is close relationship between the status of women and the socio –economic development in any country.
Historian believe that it was women who first started growing crops and domestication of animal and there by initiated the art and science of farming (Swaminathan, 1985).Women play a dominant  role in cultivation and farming. But the literacy rate of is very poor in Bangladesh. It is only 25.5 % for women compared to 38.9 % for men. Though women play a significant and crucial role in agricultural and allied fields, is a fact long taken for granted but also long ignored.
                   Unless a deliberate attempt is made to include farm women in the process of development, they could not be brought into the mainstream of national development. The success in animal husbandry communication depends to a great extent on how much information communicated is tailored to the farmers information need. So any communication strategy if not based on needs of the clientele may be ineffective in serving its purpose.
 The aim of the study is assessing the information need perception of farm women involved in livestock enterprises , their information seeking and sharing behavior and the constraints faced by them which will pave the way for the planners and extension workers to recongnise the main constraints, reorganize the extension programmes for ultimate development of livestock sub-sector. Considering the facts so the title is selected as “Information needs perception of farm women”
Chapter-2
Review of literature
Thee present study is concerned with the information need of farm women in selected area in aspect of Bangladesh. This chapter deals with the review of past studies and findings related to the present study. Perusal of the available literature is of great importance in gaining an insight into the general direction of research problem under study. An attempt is made to review the literature pertaining to the areas under study .The review is made under some topics-these are
               2.1   Profile of farm women related with farming.

               2.2   Information seeking and sharing behaviour of farm women.

               2.3   Information needs perception of farm women.

               2.4 Constraints faced by women in farming.

The economy of Bangladesh depends mainly on agricultural development. Livestock an integrated component of the existing farming systems, plays a vital role in income generation, family nutrition and family welfare for the small holder of Bangladesh and women have a dominant role in this integrated farming.
 Profile of farm women
           2.1.1 Age
                       In farming and cultivation young to medium age group women are involved in Bangladesh.
  Jassi and Dillon (1997) reported that 44 percent of the dairy farmers were young in age.
           2.1.2 Education
   Both literate and illiterate women are engaged in livestock farming especially in back-yard farming.

   Bhople and patki et al (1998) reported that 52 percent farm women were illiterates.
           2.1.3 Nature of family       
    Manivannan (1997) indicated that 48 % of link workers are from nuclear and small families and that 32 % are from joint and big families.

    Islam et al (1996) found that age and family size of participating women had no significant relationship with their extent of participation but education mass media exposure, contact with extension agent women respondent attitude and their husbands attitude were found to be significant associated with women’s extent of participation in agricultural activities.

             2.1.4 Occupation
    Bharathy (1996) reported that 80 and farmers have agriculture as their primary occupation in combination with dairying.
2.1.5 Farm size
    Alam (2001) studied women’s participation in raising livestock in some selected areas of Bangladesh .The findings indicate that the average number of goat per farm was 1.91 ,0.93,1.19 and 1.22 for large ,medium ,small and landless farms ,respectively and its correlation coefficient was found positive (0.059).

2.1.6 Annual income
Govind et al (1992) reported that nearly two-third of the farm women involved in farm and home activities had lower annual income.
2.1.7 Social participation
                            Govind et al revealed that there exists a negative association between social participation and the extent of participation of farm women in farm activities.

2.1.8 Mass media exposure
                        Nisha et al (1996) revealed that 50.00 percent of the dairy farm women had  low level of mass media exposure.
                         Kumari (1999) reported that television was perceived as the most effective mass media by the rural women.
2.1.9 Extension agency contact
                        Jassi et al (1997) reported that 84 percent of the dairy farmers had low level of extension agency contact.        

2.1.10 Economic motivation
                        Rao and Ready (19980 revealed that economic motivation was positively and significantly correlated with the information need of the tribal farmers.

2.1.11 Credit behavior
                        Senthamarai et al (1997) stated that 43.33 per cent of farm women with medium level of credit behavior
2.1.12 Decision making
                      In the male dominated society normally the decision is taken by men only .It has however , been reported that while taking the decision the women are consulted in various activities such as seed storage, care of animals.(Sharma and Sing ,1970)

                    Thakor (1996) revealed that more than 50 % of small farm women never participated in taking decisions regarding farm activities.

2.2 Information seeking and sharing behavior of farm women
                     In a study of health cover practices of poultry, 26 % of the farm women possessed medium level of knowledge while 4 % possessed medium level and none possessed high level of knowledge Bose (1985), found that thought the female labour participation was influenced by caste labour but it was not the role governing factors in female employment outside home.
             Mohammed and Sing (1978) reported that neighbours, friends and relatives are the most important sources of information at all stages of innovation decision process.

2.3 Information need perception of farm women
 Normally, all human behavior is goal oriented. The goal may be immediate or distance. We should help the rural people in reaching their goal. In the first instance, though it is assumed that the farmares are trying to reach a single goal but in reality he is oriented towards the attainment of more than one goal. These goals can be arranged in order according to various criteria and known as need. Need indicates a lack of something which is useful or desired (Kanwal, 1990).
                       Information need was nothing but the perception of the respondents regarding the degree of information they require in day to day activities undertaking different livestock practices.

Jha and Sing (1965) Non-institutionalized sources of information were reported to rate high over institutional sources of information by farmers in the advanced stages of adoption 

Karim and Begum (1998) coducted a study on “Women’s Role in Milch cow Rearing “.They reported that there were a negative relationship between women’s literacy level on household land ownership and their participation in milch cow rearing compared to women of medium and large farm households.

 Dall and Sing (1995) perceived that rural women need more information on feeding, management of animal .pregnancy diagnosis, deworming, dehorning and credit facilities to the farmers.

Somasundaram (1976) observed that the non-adopter small farmers express more information need on all farm practices.

. Hema et al (1995) revealed that adoption of all the dairy farm technologies were highly associated with the knowledge level of dairy farm technologies.

Sing (1995) reported that women need more information on marketing of milk due to lack of organized co operative.

Dhammu (1996) stated that the farmers need more information regarding diagnosis and treatment of diseases.

Information on various aspects of different farming system is required for women to enrich their knowledge and skill for better maintenance of their livestock to maximize profit and minimize the risks.

2.4 Constraints faced by the farm women
Ahmed (1991) identified some problem related to the production aspect were lack of resources, low genetic potential, disease and parasitic and lack of credit for livestock production. This was not covered problems of marketing of milk in the study.
 Sharma and Khan (1997) identified that non –aviabibity of financial resources as major constraint faced by the farmers of India.
Singh and Kherde (1997) perceived high incidence of repeat breeding through artificial insemination ,poor irrigation facilities ,reluctance to dehorn the calves and high cost of veterinary medicines were the major constraints experienced by the dairy farmers in the adoption of improved dairy farming technology. 

Kumari (1999) observed that high cost of inputs, cost of inputs, lack of money and non –availability of inputs in the local market were the major constraints faced by rural women in adopting agricultural technologies.

.

Chapter-3
Material and Method
The main purpose of the study was to assess the role of women in agriculture, information need perception of farm women and constraints face by them in aspect of developing country like Bangladesh. The research method and materials were conducted in this study is presented under these subtitles:

3.1 Locale of research.

3.2 Selection of respondents.

3.3 Operationalisation of variables and their measurements.

3.4 Method of data collection.

3.5 Application of statistical techniques.

3.1 Locale of research
3.1.1 Selection of Area :
             40 villages under 11 unions of Potia and Anowara upazila of Chittagong district were selected for the study.
3.1.2 Infrastructure facilities
             There is one upazila veterinary hospital in each upazila and a few number of AI subpoints. 2 Veterinary surgeons and 2 ULO were posted in each upazila. Quite number of veterinary field assistants, paravets are working in the field levels but the no is not quite enough. GO and NGOS worker provide various training programmes for the rural women.
3.2 Selection of respondents
              Small sizes of 100 farm women were fixed for the study. 2-3 women in each village were drawn by means of a simple random sampling technique.
3.3 Operationalisation of variables and their measurement
3.3.1 Profile of farm women        
              The chronological age at the time of enquiry was taken as a measure and 
Category          Young                  Middle                         Old

  Age                 Up to 35 years        35-45 years                Above 45 years.

3.3.2 Education
                        The educational status of the respondents classified as follows

         Category                          Educational Level                            
          Illiterate                         Nill (No formal education)                  
          Primary                          1st to 5th      class                                                                                
                Secondary                      6th to 10th class                          
           Higher Secondary          12th  class                         
3.3.3 Nature of the family
Nature of family includes the type and size of the family 

TYPE                                                      SIZE                                   
Nuclear                                        Up to 5-6 members                      
Joint                                           More than 8 members                         
 3.3.4 0ccupation
Occupation was categorized as follows-
                        Category
1. House wife

2. Farmer

3. Fisherman

4. Service holder.      
3.3.3.1 Type of farm
                             Category                                      

1. Family livestock                               
2. Economic Farm                           
3.3.3.2 Annual income
In this study average income of the respondents were calculated and maximum income is also calculated.
3.3.3.3 Mass media exposure
Mass media exposure referred to the level of exposure to which an individual used mass media channels to obtain information on livestock farming enterprise. The exposure levels were categorized by as follows-

                 Type of exposure
                                                   Category
1. TV
2.  TV + News Paper.

3.  None
3.3.3.4 Credit behaviour
                         Credit behavior is the nature of utilizing the credit facility by a s respondent. The percentages of sources of credit were found by doing following category.
                                                           Category
1. Available source from loan.

2. Available source by own.

3.  No ( Getting animals from Poverty reducing programme)                                     
3.2 Information seeking and sharing behavior
3.2.1     The frequency of use of channel referred to the respondents recurrences of contact with channels for getting information about livestock rearing. Credibility is defined as the degree of trustworthiness or competency of the channels as perceived by farm women in livestock rearing information.

                           a)                  Frequency                                        
                                              Over 6 month                                               
                                              Once in a month                                           
                                              Once in a week                                             
                                              Daily                                                            
                              b)  CATEGORY
         1) 
Family members

         2)             Neighbours

         3)             Relatives

         4)             Trained farm women

3.3 Information need perception of farm women
       Six major practices were selected with nineteenth sub –items. Each individual was asked about their information need perception. The information need perception was measured with the system followed by Mohandasan (1997).
                            RESPONSE                               

                Most needed                                        
                Needed                                                
               Least needed                                         
               3.4 Constraints faced by farm women
     Category                                                     

 Prime constraints                                       

 Somewhat constraints                                

  Not a constraint                                
           3.5 Method of data collection
A well structured interview schedule was used for the collection of data. Interview schedule was prepared in English and during taking interview it was asked in Bangla. Necessary precautions were taken to ensure that the question were clear , complete ,comprehensive and unambiguous .The data were collected during 22nd   July to 20th August, 2009
3.6 Application of statistical techniques
The data collected from the respondents were tabulated and analyzed with the help of following tools like percentage analysis and mean and standard error.
Chapter-4
Result and discussion
Profile of farm women
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Fig :1  Age  Group                                                                       Fig 2 : Education
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Fig 3: Occupation                                                    Fig 4 : Nature of family
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Fig  5 : Type of farm                                                            Fig 6 : Mass media communication
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 Fig 7 :  Institutional exposure                                       Fig 8 : Credit behaviour

4.1.1 Age
                 It is observed that farm woman; average age 41.5 is involved in livestock farming. Besides that middle age group (35- 45 years) was found highest percentage in livestock farming. In this study we found that young, middle and old age group were involved with the percentage of 33.33 percent, 41.67 percent and 25 percent respectively. This finding is not similar with the findings of Bhople and Patki (1998) who reported that higher proportion of farm women labours were young in age. 
4.1.2 Education
              Fig 2 revealed that 25 percent respondent were illiterates, whereas 45.83% were primary educated, 25% were secondary educated and only 4.17% were H.S.C Grade passed. This finding is in the line with the findings of Nagabhushanam and Nanjaiyan (1998) who reported that 28.30 percent of farm women were illiterates.

4.1.3 Nature of the family
               Majority (79.17 percent) of the farm women had nuclear family while the remaining 20.83 percent had joint family. This finding is in line with findings of Bhople and Patki (1998) who revealed that 68.00 percent of farm women belong to nuclear type families. 
  4.1.4 Occupation
       From the Fig 3, it is clear that majority (54.17 percent) of the farm women belongs to housewife, 20.83 percent were farmer, 12.5 percent were service holder and 12.5 percent were fisherman. This because, majority of  the farm women takes livestock farming in the selected area as a subsidiary occupation to improve economic status.

4.1.5 Farm size
          In this study we found that majority of farm owner reared livestock as a family live stock. About 66.67 percent were family livestock and 33.33 percent were economic farm.

4.1.6 Income
           This study revealed that average annual income of farm women is 48.75 thousands per year and maximum is 120,000 per year. This finding is in accordance with the findings of Govind et al (1992) who found that nearly two-thirds of the farm women involved in farm and home activities had lower annual income.

4.1.7 Mass media exposure 

            Illiteracy, poverty, socio-economic status and lack of leisure time might have deprived them from getting access to various mass media sources. Among the sources farm women get exposure to TV with majority portion (50 percent), both to TV+ Newspaper 20.83 percent and to none of any sources was 29.17 percent. This findings is similar with Sharma and Khan According to Sharma and Khan (1997) TV got majority exposure to the farm women
4.1.8 Institutional exposure 
                  Fig 7 revealed that farm women got exposes with NGO (Bangladesh institute of theatre arts) major percentage (45.83), with other NGOs’ 16.66 percent, with vet. Hospital 20.83 percent and none of them was 8.33 percent. This is due to insufficient Govt. field workers and remote areas. Besides this may be for reason that farm women got in touch with extension agents only for getting information on the availability. 

4.1.9 Credit behavior
         It revealed in the fig 8 that 62.5 percent farm women manage their credit from various sources, 29.17 percent did get any loan and only 8.33 percent could manage their credit. This findings is in conformity with the findings if Theivarutham (1997)

4.2 Information seeking behavior of farm women
    Information seeking behavior of the farm women through various sources was assessed and presented in Table 1

Table 1

                            Distribution of respondents according to their information seeking behavior.

	SL NO
	Category
	Number
	Percentage



	1
	Low
	11
	45.83

	2
	Medium
	9
	37.5

	3
	High
	4
	16.66


It is clearly evident from the above that about 45.83 percent of farm owner possessed low level of information seeking behavior, 37.5 percent medium level of seeking behavior and rest 16.66 percent had high level of seeking behavior.

4.3 Information sharing behavior of farm women
          It could be observed from the table 2 that farm women were found to share information with their family members (58.33 percent), neighbours (29.16 percent), relatives (12.5 percent) and trained farm women it was 0 percent.
Table 2

Pattern of information sharing behavior of farm women
	Sl No
	Sources
	Number
	percentage

	1
	Family members
	14
	58.33

	2
	Neighbours
	7
	29.16

	3
	Relatives
	3
	12.5

	4
	Trained farm women
	
	0


4.4. Information needs perception of farm women
4.4.1 Degree of information needs perception

An analysis was made and presented through Table 3

Table 3

Degree of information needs perception of farm women

	Sl No
	Category
	Number
	Percentage

	1
	Low
	12
	50

	2
	Medium
	7
	29.17

	3
	high
	5
	20.83


It could be noticed from the Table 3 that majority (51 percent) of farm women had a low perception of information need followed by medium (29.17 percent) and high (20.83 percent) level. The reason for majority of farm women belonging to low category might be due to their low level of education and socio-economic status.

4.4.2 Major areas of information need perception of farm women

Table 4

Information needs perception for various dimensions in livestock management

	Sl No
	Major Area
	percentage
	Rank

	1
	BREEDING
	92.67
	

	A
	AI with improved semen
	90.67
	

	B
	AI at proper time
	85.68
	

	C
	Pregnancy diagnosis
	78.37
	

	D
	Repeat breeding and calving interval
	69.60
	

	E
	Late puberty problem
	Mean=83.40
	Rank = 2

	
	
	
	

	2
	FEEDING
	
	

	A
	Colostrum feeding of calf.
	67.55
	

	B
	Formulation of balanced ration at cheaper price
	81.63
	

	C
	Beef fattening
	97.77
	

	
	
	Mean= 82.32
	Rank= 3

	3
	MANAGEMENT
	
	

	A
	Management of pregnant animal and newborn
	65.29
	

	B
	Clean milking practice
	70.53
	

	
	
	Mean=67.91
	Rank= 5

	4
	DISEASE CONTROL
	
	

	A
	Vaccination and regular deworming.
	97.86
	

	B
	Treatment of various diseases
	98.88
	

	C
	Prevention and control of diseases
	89.03
	

	D
	Isolation of sick animal and disposal of death animal
	75.17
	

	
	
	Mean= 90.24
	Rank=1

	4
	FARM CREDIT
	
	

	A
	Sources of available credit
	79.o4
	

	B
	Rules and procedures
	81.63
	

	C
	Interest and repayment
	80.88
	

	
	
	Mean=80.52
	Rank=4

	5
	MARKETING
	
	

	A
	Selling of product at good price
	69.33
	

	B
	Knowing the perfect channels through which product can sell
	51.00
	

	
	
	Mean=60.17
	Rank=6


· Multiple responses 

 4.5 Constraints faced by farm women
The constraints that faced by the farm women in livestock rearing that are shown in the following chart.
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In this diagram we can see that transport facilities, high expenses of feed, medicine, vaccine and treatment and inadequate credit are the prime constraints faced by the farm women. This findings is in line of Kumari(1999) and Singh and Kherde (1997).

Chapter-5
 Conclusion
            Livestock enterprises is one of the sectors where in the participation of female is high. The farm women those are involved with livestock farming seek various sources of information for various livestock enterprises. The farm women still seem to maintain the livestock on non-scientific lines. Hence, this study is undertaken to highlight the information need perception of farm women together with the information seeking and sharing pattern and constraints faced by the farm women for further works to remedy the problems and take necessary measures immediately. 

Recommendation :
          As majority of the farm women are in middle age, illiterate and having low level of exposure to information, they should trained in scientific livestock practices by appropriate extension techniques suitable to these vulnerable groups. It is high time to motivate the young people to involve in livestock farming and utilize the mass media sources properly. Necessary efforts may be taken to educate the female children by persuading their parents to send them to school by the change agents.

Recommendation for further study:

1. The present study was carried out in a small area of a particular union of Chittagong district. Similar studies may be conducted in other parts of the country to get a clear picture of the whole country which will be helped for effective policy formulation.

2. In this study few related topics were studied due short time and equipments. Further research should be conducted to explore other relevant topics, information need and constraint faced by the farm women.

3. There are so many problems and in livestock farming. More research should be conducted to find out problems and their solution from different stages. 

4. To remedy the constraints and farm improvement, effectiveness of trainings of farm women can be studied.
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Appendix
Interview schedule

Information needs perception of farm women

Part- 1
Name of area ………………………………………………………                           SL No.

1. Name & address of the respondent: …………………………………………………………… 

2. Age:

3. Nature of the family:  Nuclear / Joint

4. Total member of the family: ………………………………….. Members

5. Occupation 

6. Livestock possession:

· Species 

· Breed

· Types:

· No. of animal:

· Feeding System

· Breeding system:

7. Type of farm:

· Family livestock:

· Economic Farm :

8. Income from livestock:

9. Any social participation (e.g. Co-operative milk societies / Farmer’s Association)

· Yes

· No

10. Mass media exposure

	Sl. No.
	Media
	 ( /  X

	01
	Radio
	

	02
	Television
	

	03
	Newspaper 
	


11. Institutional exposure 

a) Name of the agencies that you contact ………………….

b) What type of information they give to you? …………………..

c) Frequency of contact …………………………….

d) Are you satisfied with these information?  Yes / No 

12. Credit behavior 

               a) Have you get available credit? 

· Yes

· No  

                 b) Your source of income

13. Economic motivation:  Please give your agreement / disagreement

                    a)  Women play important role in livestock sector

                         (i) Agree            
(ii) Disagree

                     b) A rural woman must earn her living

                           (i) Agree            
(ii) Disagree

                       c) Is it difficult for woman to get credit to start farming?

                             (i) Agree            
(ii) Disagree

Information seeking behavior

a) Do you share your gained experienced with other:      Yes / No

b) With whom you share your experienced / information? 

Information needs perception of farm women
Please give your opinion about the degree of information need on the following items:

	Items
	Most need
	Needed
	Least Needed

	
Breeding:

1. AI with improve semen

2. AI at proper time

3. Pregnancy diagnosis

4. Repeat breeding & calving interval

5. Late puberty problem

Feeding:

1. Colostrums feeding of calf

2. Formation of balance ration at cheaper cost 

3. Beef fattening 

Management:

        1.   Management of pregnant animal & newborn

        2.   Clean milking practice 

Disease control:

1. Vaccination & regular deworming

2. Treatment of Various disease 

3. Prevention & control production disease 

4. Isolation of sick animal & disposal of death animal

Farm credit:

1. Source of availability of credit 

2. Role & procedure

3. Interest & repayment

Marketing:

1. Selling of product at good price 

2. Knowledge of the perfect channels through which product can sell  
	
	
	


Constraints faced by farm women
What type of constraint that you have face and give the “( ” mark on appropriate place
	Sl No.
	Constraints 
	Prime  Constraints
	Some what 
	Not Constraints

	01

02

03

04

05

06

07
	Lack of transport facilities 

Lack of proper training facilities 

Lack of technical guidance

High cost of feed animal & medicine

Inadequate credit

Lack of vet aids

Illiteracy 


	
	
	


· Do you attain any training in livestock rearing ?

· Do you think that  proper training , information & technology can help you to overcome those constraints ?

                                                                                             Name of interviewer:

                                                                                             Signature:

                                                                                             Date:

Thank You



   Signature of Author





Name:  Tamanna Jahan Mony


Roll No: 2004/05


Reg. No.:  148


Intern ID: A- 5

















     Signature of Supervisor





Name:  M Rokonuzzaman


Designation:  Lecturer (Agriculture Extension)     


Department:   Basic Science


Chittagong Veterinary And Animal Sciences University.





Date: 








 Submitted By:





Tamanna Jahan Mony


Roll No: 2004/05


Reg. No.:  148


Intern ID: A- 5

















 Submitted to:





Name:  M Rokonuzzaman


Designation:  Lecturer (Agriculture Extension)     


Department:   Basic Science


Chittagong Veterinary And Animal Sciences University.





Date: 








PAGE  
8

